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PRESS RELEASE FROM THE PREMIER. MR.' DUNSTAN. 
MURRAY NEW TOWN. ' 29.3.72 
The South,Australian Government will establish a major new city 
in the general Murray Bridge area to siphon off excess Adelaide 
metropolitan area population growth, the Premier and Minister of 
Development, Mr. Dunstan, said today. 
He was speaking after introducing the Murray New Town (Land 
Acquisition) Bill into Parliament. 
He described the Bill as one of the most significant pieces of 
legislation to be brought before Parliament in recent years. 
The deci sion to develop a major city, with a population base of 
100,000 - and perhaps increasing to 200,000 by the turn of the 
century - represented one of the most far-reaching moves since 
the founding of Elizabeth. 
He said it was the first move in the development of a series of 
ring growth areas around the Adelaide metropolitan area. 
he Government intended to rigorously pursue new areas of regional 
growth for South Australia. 
Mr.. Dunstan said that without waiting for the long-promised 
Commonwealth initiative in the field of decentralisation, the 
State Government was anxious to make a start. 
Developing.a new.town would of necessity be a long-term project. 
Passage of the Bill would allow a start to be made in the 
acquisition of land,, at least 10,Q00 hectares (one hectare is . 
2.47 acres),, within 30 km. of Murray Bridge. 
No.decision has been made yet on the precise site of the new town. 
However a preliminary investigation has been carried out under 
cover of secrecy to establish the best general area for the 
development of a.new town. This investigation had been carried 
by a group of senior, civil servants headed by the Minister 
Assisting the Premier, Mr. Glen Broomhill. They considered that 
the area around Murray Bridge best fitted the requirements of a 
viable growth centre. 
Mr, Dunstan said that projections of future population levels for 
Adelaide were alarming. By the turn of the century Adelaide, on 
its present growth rate, would be about double its present size. 
The Government was not prepared to accept this increase as 
inevitable. 
In past years growth and yet more growth was regarded as the measure 
of success. Things are very different now. People had become 
conscious of the damaging effect on the environment of population 
pressure. 
Somehow or other, people would have to be encouraged to shift out 
of Adelaide. 
The Government accepted its responsibility to spread growth outside 
the metropolitan area, in the Gulf towns, a}.ong the Riverland region, 
in the South-East and at this new town. ^ f ^ 
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The prime, object of this initial legislation was to put a/,firm clamp 
on possible "land speculation following the official announcement 
of the town site and to allow the Government to buy land at today's 
value. • : - •• • : ' 
Other legislation would follow to set up such things as a developing 
authority to. be responsible for the design, planning a'nd building of' 
the inland city. ' : ; 
World authorities in new city design would be called on to develop 
an integrated growth'pattern. : 
It would establish- planning and design standards that would equal, 
if not better, those used currently in Canberra, or in the'best of 
English new towns. 
The Government would have to consider in due course what public 
service facilities could be transferred to the new town. 
Mr. Dunstan said that the idea of the Murray new town had little ; 
in common with-the motives behind the development of Elizabeth. 
The Government considered that the'Mount Lofty Ranges barrier ' 
would prevent undesirable ribbon development between the 
metropolis and the new centre.' However, it would be close enough ; 
to Adelaide so that people moving to the new town could keep up 
friendships and social ties. 
''We fully realise the immense nature of the job we have agreed ' 
to undertake", said Mr. Dunstan. ' 
'•'We appreciate that considerable finance will be essential to 
encourage individuals and industries to shift. At the moment 
the Federal Government has not accepted its financial responsibility 
in this field but Mr. Whitlam has made a positive commitment. 
"We have decided to plan for a sizeable town rather than a series 
of smaller growth centres because the larger size provides an 
adequate level of social amenities to which city dwellers have 
become accustomed." 
xx Murray Bridge is 52 road miles east of Adelaide. 
A new freeway from Adelaide is expected to reach the ' 
outskirts of Murray Bridge by 1977, drastically reducing 
the present time of travel. 
A 30 km. radius around Murray Bridge takes in Tailem Bend 
and Mannum. 
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